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iT; fer: AS Public sentiment in Britain grew this week against 
figh me" tag € manufacture of nuclear weapons, the organi- 
Be ies ‘ading the movement against their manufacture 
ver, even dur testing were preparing for a steady campaign 
wholes Vea € coming months. 
irst bie Coy ee Dutt, Secretary of the National 
nen k in| Weapy! for the Abolition of Nuclear 

in ay Tees Tests, told Peace News on Tues- 

nfs Inge At it was expected that tickets for the 

fight an ra Central Hall, Westminster, London, 
‘Chr Would. at 7.30 p.m. Monday, February 17. 
ple re be available next Monday. N the 
peso" 1 prtkers will include Bertrand Russell, 
aC que —-Poge’ PTiestley, A. J. P. Taylor, Michael 

pe Sot Y ylor, 


Hay ‘nd Commander Str Stephen King- 
fig! The Ickets can be obtained by post from 
yder * | Abo retary, National Council for the 
iy, On of Nuclear Weapons Tests, 146, 

Wf ggroets E.C4, at 6d. each providing a 
dressed stamped envelope is enclosed. 


UROADER OBJECTIVES 


Soe News understands that the National 
notes ity a 18 seriously considering broadening 
ti, /ctives to include more than opposi- 
, Meets Nuclear tests. The Council was to 
~] With ‘O-day to discuss this, and a meeting 
ta. 2° Council's sponsors on the subject 
“"eduled goon. 
bri, is hoped that steps will be taken to 
bo, "2 together the efforts of various 
7,. 4 ©pposed to the present arms race. 
ir; National Council asks that en- 
bom about the proposed four-day march 
%4.~Ndon to the atomic weapons plant 
Coun etMaston should be addressed to the 
Sit's Office. 
lon. Council is asking that every sup- 
Obtain ten others. 
by Porters are asked to write letters to 
Ry Minister Macmillan, Foreign Minister 
at he Lloyd, Hugh Gaitskill, MP, leader 
Mp ° Labour Party, and Aneurin Bevan, 
tree Labour Shadow Foreign Minister, ex- 
Sita ® their opposition to rocket bases in 
More, the distribution of missiles else- 
1 Europe, nuclear weapons, and 
& the importance of disarmament, 
yi, 'S also suggested that people write to 
Yo MPs informing them that unless they 
» dig Se such war preparations, they will not 
‘OT them in the next election. 


LAROUR GROUP’S PLANS 
Mi SO the Labour Party H-bomb Cam- 
toy ‘ Committee this week was laying plans 
M, “"8ifying the anti-H-bomb campaign. 
| Shay Hugh Jenkins, the Committce’s 
We ™8n, told Peace News on Tuesday: 

th {fe meeting on Friday and we shall 

*n Considering a number of questions 
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“ Executive Committees of Inter- 
G,lionale der Kriegsdienstgegner (the 


“Sin 


Konrad Tempel from Hamburg. 


adventure. 


Militarism on the prowl 


AN EDITORIAL 


WHENEVER men engage in great feats in a_ struggle with 
nature requiring outstanding courage and skill, such as the 

scaling of an unconquered mountain peak or the crossing of the 

great polar wastes, our hearts go out to accompany them. 


Their daring is, we feel, an embellishment for the race of men and 
arouses in us a feeling of pride in the possibilities inherent in the human 


Behind the deeds of such men, however, there will always be found 
militarist ghouls on the watch: what strategic advantage can be drawn 
from their heroic endeavour? How can we use their courage to give us 
some deadly advantage in the power struggle? 


The expedition undertaken by Dr. Vivian Fuchs and Sir Edmund Hillary 
has been launched as part of the programme of the International Geo- 
physical Year. The Chairman of the Committee of management of the 
expedition, however, is Sir John Slessor, RAF Marshal, and the Secretary 
is Rear-Admiral C. R. L. Parry. 


COLOUR BAR IN SPORT 


South African policy calls for action 
By FENNER BROCKWAY, MP 


crowded grounds where 

Australia and South Africa are 
now playing their cricket test matches, 
a solid block of African and Indian 
spectators occupy distant and inferior 
seats. They cheer the Australians, as 
last year they cheered the English 
team, and sometimes jeer the South 
Africans. 


I find this deeply significant. I have 
little nationalist feeling, yet when I attend 
cricket test matches at Lords or Rugby 
international games at Twickenham, I 
become instinctively partisan. I doubt 
whether there is any country in the world 
other than South Africa where a section 
of the home population wants a visiting 
team to win. This is indeed a revelation of 
the racial antagonism which the white 
practice of apartheid (segregation, dis- 
crimination and humiliation) has brought 
to South Africa, 


Not only cricket 


The separation does not apply only to 
the spectators. It applies also to the 
players. The cricket teams which are sup- 
posed to represent South Africa exclude 
anyone who is suspected of harbouring a 
drop of ‘‘coloured” blood in his veins, 
The white South African tcams will not 
play, in South Africa, any team which in- 
cludes a “ coloured ”’ man. 


K. S. Duleepsinhji and the Nawab of 
Pataudi have played for England, but they 
could not be admitted in an English cricket 
team visiting South Africa. India and the 
West Indies have cricket teams of inter- 
national status, but they are not received 
in South Africa. 


The colour bar does not apply only to 
cricket. It is imposed for: 


Rugby football—New Zealand has to cx- 
clude outstanding Maori players from 
its team. 


Association football—Steve Mokore, an 
African from the Union, plays League 
football in England, but he is excluded 
from white teams in South Africa. 

Tennis—David Samaai, the coloured South 
African, has played at Wimbledon, but 
he may not play against whites in 
Johannesburg. 

Boxing—Jake Tuli, an African from 
Johannesburg, won the Empire Flyweight 
championship in 1953, but by law he 
may not box with a white in South 
Africa. 

Athletics—no “coloured” athlete is in- 
cluded in the South African team for the 
Olympic Games. 


Table Tennis, and all other spheres of 


sport. 

The African, Indian and Coloured people 
of South Africa have met this exclusion by 
establishing their own sporting organisa- 
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COMIC booklet that tells of a non- 
violent campaign by the Negroes of an 
American city to end segregation on their 
buses is something not to be missed by any 
who work for freedom and brotherhood. 

As reported in Peace News on January 3, 
“The Montgomery Story” is to be serial- 
ised in 15 picture instalments beginning in 
next week's issue. 

Here is a new and popular way of getting 
over the idea of non-violence to younger 
folk and to all who are against race dis- 
crimination, 

YOU CAN SEND THE NEXT FIF- 
TEEN ISSUES TO SELECTED FRIENDS, 
POST FREE, FOR ONLY FIVE SHIL- 
LINGS (N. AMERICA $)). 

Or we will supply you with six copies of 
each number for 22s, 6d. ($4), post free, to 
distribute at Youth Clubs and elsewhere. 

Complete the coupon on back page and 
send by return. 
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At a recent ceremony in the new Guildford 
Cathedral an altar cross and a pair of 
candlesticks in memory of Canon ‘ Dick” 
Sheppard who had lived in the neighbour- 
hood were received, 


BEHIND THE PROWESS 
DF HILLARY AND FUCHS 


te is quite evident that the concern of 
these in the expedition is not limited to a 
disinterested regard for pure science or the 
prowess of man in the conquest of nature. 


In the article that follows Fred Moor- 
house gives a history of Antarctic explora- 
tion and an account of the manoeuvring for 
strategic position that accompanies it. 


C} Cj 

The Antarctic continent is as big as the 
United States and Europe put together. It 
has no human inhabitants, It has islands that 
could be used as submarine bases and, as 
our contributor points out there could be 
possibilities of using the area for H bomb 
experiments. 


The Antarctic provides an ideal first fleld 
for an experiment in internationalisation 
under UN control. There are no political 
systems to be interfered with, and no diffi- 
cult questions of self-determination arise 
because there are no people. 


One of the problems that the statesmen 
are struggling with today is the possibility of 
agreeing upon areas of “ disengagement”. 
They should at least reach the decision that 
th Antarctic shall not become a further 
engaged area to provide new reasons for 
conflict. 


ANTARCTICA 


By Fred S. Moorhouse 


TT'HE exploits at the South Pole asso- 

ciated with the International Geo- 
physical Year are exciting the imgina- 
tions of men and women throughout 
the world. Wherever men pit them- 
selves against the difficulties of nature 
their fellows will have a healthy con- 
cern for their fortunes. 


But those who see behind the scientific 
exploits to the possible role of the Ant- 
arctic in world affairs will recognise that 
there can also be an unhealthy interest in 
what happens there. 


One of the major problems of the 
future will be concerned with this icy 
Southern Continent which has an area 
equal to that of Europe and the USA 
combined. Will the exploitation of Ant 
arctica be for the benefit of mankind, | or 
the cause of international friction and 
unrest ? 


It is nearly 200 years since the 
continent was discovered. Captain Cook 
discovered the island of South Georgia dur- 
ing his voyage of 1772-75, and his reports 
led to a rush of sealers to the area. 


By 1791 over a hundred ships were hunt- 
ing seals. In 1819 one of the sealers, Cap- 
tain Smith, discovered Grahamland on the 
Southern Continent itself, 


Explorers 


During the nineteenth century a proces- 
sion of explorers followed in Smith's tracks. 
Sir James Clark Ross, Scott (1901-4) and 
Shackleton (1907-9) went into what is now 
the Ross Dependency, In 1830 Biscoe 
landed in Enderbyland, and a Frenchman, 
D’'Urville, discovered Adélie Land in 1840. 


In our century other parts of the conti- 
nent have been viewed from the air; of par- 
ticular note are the flights made by General 
Riser-Larsen of Norway in 1930, and those 
from the Norwegian whaling factory ship, 
the Thorshavn, in 1936-7. 

These many explorations have shown that 
the Antarctic is not just a barren ice-sheet. 
The seas around it are rich whaling fields, 
and British ships have been whaling there 
since 1904, 

Norway was not far behind in exploiting 
the fields, whilst the Japanese entered them 
in the 1930s. Since 1945 the USSR and 
Holland have also sent whalers, 

In the areas of the continent claimed by 
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INSIDE 


Last week Bradford Lyttle described 
his journey to the town of Dachau and 
to the site of the crematorium, which is 
now ioan American army camp. The 
crematorium has been preserved and is 
open to visitors. 


TPHERE IS NO INDICATION on 

the main signboard inside the front 
gate of the American Army camp at 
Dachau that there is an old concentra- 
tion camp site and crematorium there. 


“ Officers’ Lounge,” “ Bowling Alley,” 
“ First Quartermaster’s Warehouse,” ‘ Car- 
pentry Shop"; there are many directions 
for other parts of the camp. 

I took the fork to the left, alongside of 
which a brook ran. The brook, a notice 
warned, was reserved for the German 
counterpart of the Isaac Walton Society— 
the Dachau fishing club. 

After walking perhaps 100 metres I en- 
countered more signs. ‘“ Shooting Gallery,” 
“Bowling Alley,” “Theatre,” and at the 
bottom, ‘ Crematorium.” 


‘The crematorium is at the far end of the 
camp, a kilometre and a half or more from 
the entrance, and it was a long hot hike 
to reach it. 

After turning a corner to a muddy 
road that cut across the back of the 
camp, I found a wall on my right, some 
distance on the other side of which a 
squat, brick chimney could be seen pro- 
jecting, and to my left a deserted, barbed 
wire compound surrounded by wooden 
guard towers. 

Two thirds of the way down the wall I 
found a door over which was the sign 
“Crematorium,” a wooden sentry shelter, 
and an elderly German guard, who looked 
at me with a quizzical expression. 

“May I leave my rucksack here?” I 
asked him in German. “I want to visit 
the crematorium.” 

“Ya wohl.’ He answered and put the 
sack inside the door of his sentry box. 


Once through the door [ found myself 
on the inside of a walled enclosure or com- 
pound of about one acre area. I was 
standing in a gravel parking place which 
was lineated by a low chain fence and 
occupied by a Pontiac and a Volkswagen. 

Two paths led out: of the place, one 
towards the square buildings that were in 
the centre of the enclosure, the other to 
the side and a grove of trees. A_ sign 
indicated that the path towards the trees 
was the entrance. 

All signs and descriptions at the Dachau 
crematorium are of one or two words and 
all are printed in four languages: German, 
English, Russian and French. 

At the entrance a notice informs you 
that there is no guide.* 

The visitor first passes by a number of 
square depressions in the turf that are 
described as mass graves. The path then 
turns to the left and he comes upon a 
trench parallel to the path and about two 
metres in length. 

At the bottom of the trench there is a 
wooden rack that is rotting to pieces and 
along one edge a parapet of earth, 20 or 
30 centimetres high. The aggregate is 
described as an exccution place equipped 
with a blood trench. 

Near to it, to the left, is a large, earth- 
work structure consisting of two walls, per- 
haps a metre and a half high and three 
metres long, which form a cross. This is 
described as a pistol range. 

The path then leads past more large 
depressions in the ground, mass graves, 
and one or two smaller depressions 
called ash pits. 

On the mass graves and ash pits there 
are plaques which commemorate the 
thousands of unknown victims who are 
buried there. 


*Parts of the following description may 
not be accurate in detail, for it is some 
months since I visited Dachau and 1 took 
no notes or photographs while there. 


A pacifist visits 


Dachau Part 2 


} 


THE CREMATORIUM 


By Bradford Lyttle 


This is the second of four instalments of Bradford Lyttle’s moving account 

of his visit last year to the concentration camp and crematerium at Dachau, 

in search of an answer to the question posed by non-pacifists : “What about the 
Jews in Nazi Germany 2?” 


I then followed the path into the central 
area of the compound where the gallows 
and incinerators are located. 


JBEFORE describing these parts of 
~~ the crematorium | would like to 
present an interpretation of the deve- 
lopment of the genocide factory at 
Dachau that occurred to me while | 
was there. 

It might help another visitor to under- 
stand why the buildings and other struc- 
tures are arranged as they are. 


I suspect that originally the executions at 
the camp may have been limited to poli- 
tical prisoners who had been “tried” and 
condemned in the German courts. 


It is likely, then, that as the Nazi purges 
enveloped ever greater numbers of people 
the facilities for mass execution by firing 
squad were first set up, then the pistol range 
as a means by which Gestapo officers might 
be hardened to their work, and, simultane- 
ously, the condemned might be killed. 


As the numbers of prisoners continued 
to grow, however, several problems must 
have become more and more urgent to the 
camp authorities: how to reduce the popu- 
lation in the camp compound, how to hasten 
the genocide of undesirable racial groups 
and how to dispose of the bodies, would 
all have been troubling details, 


There are two buildings with ovens, 
One, slightly off to the side by itself, does 
not have the associated shower baths and 
gas chamber of the other. Its presence 
suggests that cremation was first used 
simply as a means to dispose of bodies. 


The other building, a factory, is the 
material realisation of a fully developed 
theory of mass extermination of human 
beings. 

1 doubt then that all the structures within 
the enclosure of the Dachau crematorium 
were conceived as a unit. Rather, their 
arrangement strongly suggests the gradual 
development of procedures and instruments 
in response both to the needs and experi- 
ences of the concentration camp authorities. 


T[{}HE SMALLER OF THE TWO 


crematoria is a brick building per- 
haps four metres square that contains 
an oven. The oven is built of fire- 
brick, reinforced by a structure of 
angle and cast iron. 

it is designed to accommodate 
bodies. 

At the side of the oven there are doors 
for introducing coal or coke, whatever the 
burning agent was, and removing the ashes 
of this agent. 

Draft for the fire is provided by a short, 
sheet iron chimney shaped like an inverted, 
truncated cone. The chimney is supported 
by guy wires. 

The body of the victim was introduced 
into the oven by means of a Jong, sheet 
steel stretcher that is provided at one end 
with handles. There are sets of rollers 
mounted before the oven doors to make 
it easier to introduce the bodies and re- 
move their ashes. 

A wooden partition across one corner of 
the building suggests that the enclosed area 
may have been used for fuel storage. Long 
iron pokers lean against the wall. 

Wreaths have been hung on the oven, 
and, I believe, there is a plaque suspended 
above its doors. 

The deteriorated state of the fire brick 
inside the oven suggests that the crema- 
torium was used frequently. 

Between the smaller crematorium and the 
much larger factory there is a concrete slab 


two 


flush with the ground described as a 
gallows stand. 
a fo 
The factory is in several parts, all 


housed in a rectangular, brick building per- 
haps 25 metres long, five deep and three 
high. Properly, the factory should be 
visited from the end where the processing 
of victims began. 

At the far left, separated from the other 
rooms by a corridor that runs the width of 
the building, are a battery of four or six 
small, steel-lined rooms. 

These have heavy steel doors that con- 
{ain a groove where a rubber gasket might 
be fitted and a simple handle which locks 
the door snugly against a steel faceplate. 
These chambers are described as disinfect- 
ing rooms, perhaps used for the clothing of 
the victims. 

Across the hall I entered first the un- 
dressing room, a square, concrete chamber, 
without windows, equipped with lights set 
in recesses in the walls and floor drains. 

A steel door leads directly into the 
shower room that is similar except that 
there are holes in the ceiling where once 
shower spigots may have been mounted, 
and, of course, the drains are larger. The 
shower room, in turn, opens immediately 
into the gas or death chamber. 

Smaller drains, steel doors that could be 
equipped with rubber seals, and ventilators 
in the end walls of the room that could be 
opened to clear out the gas are the special 
installations of the death chamber. 

After the death chamber there is a 
Toom containing a battery of three ovens 
that are identical in design to that in the 
smaller crematorium. These have a total 
capacity of six bodies. 

The draft for all of the ovens is provided 
by a single, central chimney that extends 
five metres above the roof of the building. 
There are a number of memorial plaques 
mounted on the walls of the furnace room 
and wreaths and artificial flowers hang on 
and about the ovens. 

Beyond the furnace room one or two 
empty rooms may be found, then the end 
of the building and a depression in the 
ground outside called an ash pit. 

From disinfecting chambers and un- 
dressing room to the ash pit the factory is 
completely equipped for the systematic 
killing of human beings and the disposal of 


their bodies. 


A VISITOR WHO ENTERS the 


undressing room first may be 
struck by the thousands upon thou- 
sands of printed names and signatures 
that cover its walls and ceilings. - 

These may be found in the shower room 
also. 

They were written by men and women 
from perhaps every major country in the 
world and dozens of languages, races and 
religions are represented. It seemed to me 
as if everyone who had visited the crema- 
torium over the past 12 years had written 
his name there as a witness, and the feel- 
ing swept me that I was expected to do the 
same. 

Here are the names of three privates in 
the Russian Army who visited in 1945, and 


four Jewish Americans who wrote 
“Dachau, now on to Buchenwald and 
Relsen.” 


An American lady scribbled “ God bless 
America!” but there are few comments 
like these, only the thousands of names 
with, perhaps, the date and country, 
Drinted, written and scrawled in English, 
French, Italian, Spanish, Serbo-Croat, Hun- 
garian, Russian, Chinese and innumerable 
other tongues. 

Most striking to me, however, was the 
near absence of these silent witnesses in 


Above onc door 18 


they know 
for they there 
this 


the gas chamber. 
written, “ God forgive them At 
not what they do,” but, in addition, 
cannot be ten names on the walls 0 
saa a stood in the middle of the ad 
and looked about me the ae aos 
thought came into my mind that pe than 
more people had died a that room 
any other place on earth. f 
I eaiced ee for tens of thousands 
people whose relatives went to Dace S 
never returned there is no temple of 7 thi 
drat or shrine that is more holy tha 
drab cubicle of concrete and tile. 


D 
A STATUE HAS BEEN ERECTE 
near the crematorium baa 
the relatives of those who 


Dachau ateth 
ae : : ciat 
It is the statue of a prisoner; ema ercod 
head shaven, clad in a tattered hollow 
and wooden shoes, he stares wit i where 
eyes towards the door in the wa 
visitors enter. I 
; sure 
In wandering about the enclo th 


found a squat wooden hut near on ashes 
that is described as a repository for onde! 
The compound is kept in excel ent 
by a ground-keeper. 

The trees are pruned, th 
and grass cut. I discovered on = 
to this careful gardening and that w4 ed 45 
a locked, iron gate that once was ate 
an automobile entrance to the enclos 

Here a black, stone monument [h?" 


d 
e flowers per 
e ex eat 


been erected shortly after the creme” ios 
was captured by the American opin’ 
been overgrown and obscured by 8 exact 
willow tree. I cannot recal stones 
words that were engraved upon pec" 


but the symbolism of the tree that was 


allowed to grow so as to obscure the) iy 
perhaps, the most powerful memory 
visit to the camp. 
The sense of these words was: ings? 
After you leave, think of WY 
things have occurred. . othe! 
There were that day five ot SI ysell 
visitors to the crematorium besides rica” 
The most conspicuous were an heir 


family that had arrived with 4 puick 
tourist equipment and the new. gree? 
that had preceded me at the entra 
the camp. 

The children did not seem 
the crematorium. They looked bew 

But the father was armed with 4 © onl 
and a singularly smug expression, 4 
from site to site, photographing Pf? 


nv 
[HE GERMAN GUARD 880 i 
back my knapsack and suBe ase 

a shorter way to leave the cam 
in order to reach the highway: and 
I began to hitch-hike immediate ‘oat 
was amused to have the green Bult okine 
past me leaving only a cloud 9 
dust. : rea ° 
When I reached the residential ® mail 
the camp and was walking down ae It 
road towards the gate, a car did re wile 
was an American Army officer an ‘s oe 
From the officer’s expression an a pa! 
man wife’s friendliness I could BUS) i¢ch” 
he was not accustomed to pick aie tO 
hikers: that “das Frau” had asked 4 few 
In broken German I talked fot .” jing 
minutes with this good woman, Xf" nav 


that I wished to reach the town of * ya’ 
then the highway. Our conversaU was 
pleasant until she asked me what 
doing at the army camp. he a! 
At this point her husband, weer 
been driving and smoking 1! mot 
silence, took the pipe out © his om 
and said deliberately, “He came 
the crematorium.” od 
His wife contracted as if shocker fot 


a > a 
electricity, turned away from Mm | sitent! 
{0 


five minutes or more busied hers¢ ‘ the 
with a lipstick while we drove 99 


town. 


Continued next week. 


Ny 


City Council’s alarm 


at missile bases 


[Ast week Hull City Council had on its 
at ig 4 motion opposing the con- 
in Britai of atomic missile launching bases 
ain, 
ay proton, which has the backing of 
~®50ur Group of the Council, reads : 
ane in view of the suffering endured 
efor ¢ Citizens ot this City through 
Cohan during the last War, this 
RUnChT Views with alarm the report that 
wie ing bases for atomic weapons are 
Constructed in Britain. 


oe the welcome the possibility that talks 
iscus ighest level may be instituted to 
thet general disarmament and trust 

ajo effort will be made by Her 
5 ene Government of Great Britain 
: Mer international discussion with a 


VIEW to ‘ ie 
ending the Ss d 
conflict g the possibility of arme 


Nuclear weapon bases 


The danger of the H-bomber patrols 


A QUAKER 


WARNING 


A WARNING against “ feeling any confidence in the Prime Minister’s assur- 
ance of the * safety” of the H-bombs now circling above us appeared in 


the Friend, the Quaker journal, last month. 


“The Bases of Atomic Physics.” put 
I. The executive American 


general on 
the spot boasted, a short time, ago of the 
H-bomb power at his disposal. His words 


seemed irresponsible; 

2. Most Service personnel get ~ lit up ~ 
at times. Think of a “lit up” American 
airman carrying an Hl-bomb with, as we 
have been told, the apparatus for fusing 
it on board; 

3. All scientific measurements of the 
same quantity are spread over a range. 
There is no such thing as an exact measure- 
ment, tf the milhion-to-one fluctuation 
means one death, as in an operation, this 
is reasonable, If the million-to-one fluctua- 
tion means an event leading perhaps to 
millions of deaths, the extinction of nations, 


Hugh Heckstall-Smith, author of 
forward the following points: 


6. The “accident” at Windscale on Oct. 
7 to 12 this year has been fairly fully re- 
ported, The report says the physicist in 
charge had no handbook, inadequate 
written directives, and one wrongly placed 
thermometer in the sense that it told tem- 
peratures in normal working conditions but 
missed abnormal conditions, Another ther- 
mometer gave a right reading in normal 
conditions and a wrong reading in absormal 
conditions, Those concerned were sincere 
and competent, Fhe authorities who made 
these arrangements are brilliant and well- 
intentioned men. If questions had been 
asked in) Parliament about Windscale 
before Oct. 7, the answer would certainly 
have been reassuring. Reassuring Parlia- 
mentary answers can be in good faith, but 
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NEARER THE TARGET 


A FINE response to 

the appeal made 
by Leslie Hale, MP, 
special Christmas efforts 
by our readers, a num- 
ber of anonymous 
donations, these have 
all helped to bring us 
nearer to our target for the Peace 
News Fund. 


Our books are being kept open until 
Jan. 31. We have until then to raise 


£734 


Only just over a month ago we were 
still needing £1,781. Now, over 
£1,000 has been knocked off that figure. 

We want to bend all our energies in 
1958 to stopping British preparations 
for H-bomb warfare. We want to 
push the problems of financing Peace 
News out of the way. Can you help 


. eat A or even the extinction of the race, then to . > 
died They order that the Town Clerk con- take this risk is indefensible. Unhappily, wrong. us to do just that? = 
ns : he Town C ———————— “ 
eV this re se ; ‘ll think of “science” as “exact” ————== You know the old saying : “ Hats off 
S resolutio ? eople still think of “science as “ exact. 
aciateds and the 1. Bee ee Pee ; ANC to the past. Coats off to the future.” 
n eader of the Opposition with . ’ f : : 7 
Ber | fervent hope that all tpaksibte steps The “ accidents ”’ Deportation ° That’s how we feel about things as 
‘I > a : . . * 
tees aaa to ensure that the New 4. The very serious “accident” at the President we enter 1958. 
. Will usher in an era of lessened i < River Atomic P t 
tens; Canadian Chalk River omic Plant on = Be f , THE EDITOR 
sal a and see the foundation laid fora pec 12 1952, was due to a mistake in EEE Mice Resident Or Nish Re aaaalga Rn ey a : ; 
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clines to renew his passport unless he 
takes the oath, William Worthy’s own 
story of his visit to China a year ago 
appeared in Peace News, Nov, 22, 1957. 
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Solemn renunciation 


PROPOSALS for pacts of non-aggression 

or the outlawry of war are a useful 
standby for statesmen who want to say 
something that suggests a degree of con- 
ciliatory initiative and hope, but who are 
not really prepared to commit themselves 
to anything of significance, 


Mr, Macmillan’s broadcast proposal for 
a “solemn pact of non-aggression” fol- 
lowed a similar proposal from President 
Tito in a New Year Message. The | Presi- 
dent urged that there should be a “ sum- 
mit” meeting representative not only of the 
Great Powers but of the heads of all States 
both great and small. He urged that such 
a conference should reach a decision for 
the formal rejection of war. This would 
facilitate efforts to find a way out of the 
present deadlock. 


There could be no harm in such a declar- 
ation as an endeavour to recapture the sense 
of the realisation that in no circumstances 
must there be war that was clearly borne in 
upon the leaders of the Great Powers at the 
Geneva summit meeting, but whereas Mr. 
Macmillan in making his proposal seemed 
to be very conscious that this kind of thing 
had been done before without any notice- 
able effect on future events the Yugoslav 
President gave no evidence of any such 
realisation. 


‘Tito must, however, have been aware that 
war has already been formally outlawed by 
59 States, including all the Great Powers 
through the Paris (or Kellogg) Pact of 1928. 
This did not prevent World War II, and a 
similar pact for the “ renunciation ‘of. war 
ag an instrument of national policy ’ would 
equally not stand in the way of a third 
world war. 


Governments have no difficulty in per- 
guading themselves that they have already 
renounced war. NATO and the Warsaw 
Pact, and all the war preparations by which 
these military instruments are backed are 
equally preparations to deal with an 
“ aggressor’; and dealing with an aggressor 
is of course jot making war. It can, how- 
ever, equally contribute its part to the 
destruction of the human race. 


Disarmament ? 


GNE of the changes which the New Year 

brings is the setting up of the new 
Disarmament Commission. The previous 
one worked mainly through a Committec 
consisting of representatives of the USA, 
USSR, Britain, France and Canada. 
Russia decided that no progress was likely 
from a committee which was so unbalanced 
and proposed that all the member States 
of UN should send a representative to an 
enlarged Disarmament Committee. 


That proposal was rejected, as also was 
their scheme that the new Commission 
should consist of an equal number of 
Western delegates and of delegates from 
Communist countries and the uncommitted 
nations. The furthest the Western powers 
would go was to approve of enlarging the 
Commission to 25 members but of those 
only three, Russia, Poland and Czechoslo- 
vakia, belong to the Soviet bloc. 


The reason for the Soviet proposal, as 
for their rejection of the new Commission, 
is natural and obvious. The Soviet Union 
is tired of trying to carry on negotiations 
in a closed circle where the Eastern point 
of view is always outvoted by a Western 
majority. Their rule for the future is 
balanced negotiations—Russia and America, 
NATO and Warsaw Pact Powers, or a 
balanced committee. 


The real stumbling block throughout has 
been the insistence by each side on plans for 
a reduction of amaments which would have 
put the other side at a disadvantage. That 
attitude is still doomed to failure. 


The recent suggestion from America that 
the USSR should show its good faith by 
accepting the latest Western proposals even 
though they would put Russia at a dis- 
advantage does not indicate the change of 
attitude which is a necessary prelude to 
successful negotiations. 


The only hope that 1958 may witness a 
success denied to its predecessors is that 
each side should give up the attempt to 
force through proposals which they know 


p< rie 


II | I S| t pen i 
i> a 


to be to the disadvantage of the other and 
seek agreement on the basis of their mutual 
interests. 


That will not be possible so long as 
Britain and America persist in the errone- 
ous belief that Russia is only waiting for 
the opportunity to launch an attack on the 
West. If that were true the Soviet Union 


has had many opportunities since 1945 and 
again has a golden chance, since the latest 
report on American security admits that 
until the U.S.A. has_ its 
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ballistic missiles in 1961 its safety depends 

on “the benevolence” of Russia! 
Negotiation from strength is a fallacy. 

Negotiation from balanced armament is as 
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futile. Negotiation from the basis of the 
common hopes, needs and fears of the 
peoples of America, Britain and Russia 
could succeed if each side is prepared to 
substitute for their mutual fears a readiness 
to trust one another and take risks for 
peace, thinking not in terms of eliminating 
some weapons but of abandoning all 
armaments. 
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FROM BANDUNG TO CAIRO 
"[}HE BANDUNG CONFERENCE, held in Apri!, 1955, was convened 
by the Prime Ministers of Burma, Ceylon, India, Pakistan, and 


Indonesia. 


The Conference consisted of representatives of governments. Its decisions 
largely influenced the attitude of the governments attending the Conference in 
subsequent meetings of the UN Assembly. 

The only provision for a possible future meeting was an authorisation to 
the five “Columbo” Prime Ministers to call one if they so decided after con- 
sultation with the other governments represented at Bandung. No such confer- 
ence has been arranged, and it seems improbable that one will now be held. 

Instead, as we noted last week, a conference has met in Cairo of representa- 
tives of Africa and Asia. Some of the delegates represented governments, but 
a great many of them were simply representative of political groups in their 
countrics or even ad hoc “solidarity committees.” Among these, some, doubt- 
less, were practically self-appointed. 


* * 


ONE RESULT of this different arrangement was that the wishes of 


the suppressed majorities of such lands as Algeria, Kenya, Uganda 
and South Africa could be expressed. 


' However, there were vast differences in standing among the delegations, some 
being government representatives, others attending to show opposition to their 
governments. 

The 29 States represented at Bandung included 14 neutrals, 13 linked with 
the Western bloc, and two Communist countries. Chou En-lai, representing 
China, pursued a skilful and conciliatory course throughout the Conference, and 
this did much to counterbalance the undue Western bloc representation. The 
Conference could be regarded as expressing in the main the views of the un- 
committed nations of Asia and Africa, 

Of the 45 delegations at the Cairo Conference, 13 were from neutral States. 
As many as 27 were from countries attached to the Western bloc—althongh many 
of these, with attitudes in opposition to their governments, would be likely to 
represent neutral opinion. From the Eastern bloc, China and North Vietnam, 
represented at Bandung, were joined by the USSR, North Korea and Mongolia. 


* * 
"[}HE RESOLUTIONS PASSED were mainly propositions that would 
be endorsed by both uncommitted governments and the Communist 
group. 

However, the resolutions condemning various aspects of imperialism could 
only have been generally accepted as appearing to apply to what the European 
Powers and the US have done in Africa and Asia because the delegates did not 
concern themselyes with what more the terms imperialism and colonialism pre- 
cisely mean. 

There were some indications at the Conference, however, that it will not be 
possible for the principles involved here to be dealt with in this way very much 
longer. 

The one decision that might be interpreted as implying a criticism of Russia 
was a resolution initiated by Japan condemning H-bomb tests. While the Con- 
ference was actually in progress Russia carried out another test in Siberia. Thus 
by implication it comes under the condemnation of the Cairo Conference, In 
the final draft of the call to governments to cease the tests it is noted that the 
Russian Government has declared its conditional readiness to cease the tests as 
from the present month so long as the US and British Governments do the same. 


* ei 


Ber THE ACTUAL APPEAL by the Conference is that the tests 
shall be stopped immediately and “ unconditionally.” 


The Cairo Conference, unlike that at Bandung, has made provision for a 
permanent secretariat, with headquarters at Cairo. It seems unlikely, therefore, 
that another Conference on the Bandung basis will be called. 

WE SHOULD LIKE TO SEE THE CONVENING OF A CONFER- 

ENCE FOR THE EXPRESSION OF NEUTRAL OPINION, FOR WHICH 

GOVERNMENTS LINKED WITH EITHER OF THE POWER BLOCS 

WOULD BE INELIGIBLE. 

Such 2 conference could have a great influence in the world, and it is quite 
possible that some of its pronouncements could have greater moral authority 
than those made in the UN Assembly, for in such a case the influence of cold 
war alignments on the decisions reached would be largely climinated. 


M. Gaillard’s policy” 


h 

\{_ FELIX GAILLARD,” the Pant 
Prime Minister, has just Spee . 

interview to a representative of the in 

port I 


can journal US News and World Re f 
which he sets out very fully his view oi 
present international situation. {t is fate i 
able document, for it displays very rally 
not always very frankly, what is in the 

of the leading statesman of one 0 


Western “ Big vee » ‘ 
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ground in similar terms to those that * pulls 


be used by Mr. 
There is, however, a pretty plai 
the installation of US intermediat ly on 
missiles in France will depend not 08 Yd 
a substantial loan from the but 


Be e 
upon the US Government viewing with 
French operations in North Africa 

hitherto. 


much more complacency than fast 
When he is dealing with the Middle deal 
however, Mr. Gaillard goes @ 800 
further than Mr. Dulles even wou ant 
likely to venture to-day, M., Gaill ard eh 
a joint declaration from the US, will 00 
and British Governments that they ™ quo 
permit any modification of the status 
in the Middle East. quo 
The only modification of the status We 
that it likely to develop is through in not 
subversion, If the Western Powers go gb 
take account of what may happen 
subversion, says M. Gaillard, they lester 
field open to “ the adversary.” The they 
Powers should therefore declare that oft 
will act in the case of internal subver® 
M. Gaillard holds the view that 9 ait 
declaration would prevent any ¢ve aes 
arising that would require its impler ater 
tion. To a further question from be if 
viewer asking whether he would still 
favour of such action if it should neve ad 
less not prevent subversion, M. that 
merely repeated that his opinion ™ owers 
a declaration that the Western Pow pre 
would act as he had indicated would 
vent such an occasion from developimé 


Consolidating tyra0”’ 


ERE is a new and startling seve 
ment of the “ deterrent ” idea. orld 
only are to depend on avoiding 4 with 
war because both sides are equipres " we 
the “deterrent” that must not be US™™ ie. 
are also to seek to keep a great an vic 
some area of the earth in the polit wife? 
posture that suits Western military ' rege ol 
ments by means of the deterrent of * 
threat on the assumption that it will , 
have to be implemented, This dete! of 3 
not that of the H-bomb itself but th? 
war by conventional arms which may all ge 
theless be effective, because if the ch ay {0 
should be taken up it would be ! lik 
lead to nuclear warfare, od it 
When the final war is consumma™ jg 
will be through some such idea a8 "3" inat 
it will come about. It is not proba 1 10 
one side will take the risk of setting o 
use H-bombs at the inception of 4 que oct 
in order to obtain an hour or two's ad 
in the activities of general destructio™ go 
What will happen will be that 50% ° pe 
ernment will seek, in accordance wi ake 
suggestion made by M. Gaillard: to | vs 
its will effective by a “dare.” wil 0 
the wholesale character of the th rest 
destruction in a nuclear war as a ™ et 
blackmailing other Powers into sub™ they 
to its views on the assumption that Oe 
may display a higher sense of hu mt 
sponsibility than it is manifesting its ind 
France and Britain have already “ neif 
them a failed tentative of this kind gene 
Suez aggression, M. Gaillard would of 
this attitude to a governing principle 


Western policy. ‘abe 
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M, Gaillard has a reputation for polit iv 
brilliance, but he is a young man, ® atl 
to be hoped that this. attitude of I 
irresponsibility may be attribut 
youth, and that he will have beed 
since that interview to some wiser, °° ores 
from his colleagues, For of all the stat” 
of the world in which changes in 
quo are desirable, and in which ue 
sion” will be called for to bring 400". of 
changes, because of the shortcomins® pe 
absence of democratic procedur® 
Middle East is outstanding, 

It may be hoped, for instance, 
slavery that exists under the regime 
Saud may be brought to an © 
smaller cost than a nuclear war. 
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The Sreatest power 
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. r that the nations necd to be 
iv 
a « eqns rom and only the power of God 
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he aaa Jan. 1 and March 31, 1939, 
et The , tlurday, Jan, 18, 1958. 
xy Caupyeg resent infrequency of registration, 


on Shite the expectation of the ending 
,a of meee in 1960, has had the effect 
jity "dlinuane” the public's awareness of the 
itt [te aoe of National Service, and also 
tet Mt table sions and rights affecting those 
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if ‘ay of Publicity be given to the right of 
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hg gMilitary Service Register but have 
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yf Mini “ON at their Local Office of the 
a as i of Labour and National Service, if 
1” ‘ttn. “king with them the certificate of 
Nugq °" with which they were originally 


ble | wt PPlying for registration as a CO does 
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iC CO can refer to the Central Board 
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Maa ondon, W.C.1, for advice and help. 
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kstock Road, London, N.4. 


written across it: “I protest against your 
sending out these notices with driving 
licences, and so trying to deceive people 
into believing there is any defence against 
nuclear warfare, when the consensus of 
scientific opinion is that there is none.” 

Might I suggest that other drivers, when 
they receive this form, do the same ?— 
(Mrs.) E, FITZGERALD, 23, Godfrey St., 
London, S.W.3. 


Tribunal was bothered 


Me. CHAPPA is a member of the Peace 
= Pledge Union. He signed the Pledge 
in May, 1957; whatever his reasons for 
doing so, and however confused were his 
answers at his recent Tribunal reported in 
Peace News (Dec. 27), by Mavis James, 
they deserve serious consideration from all 
PPU members. 

Rather than mock at the young man’s 
confusion when he was questioned by an 
experienced Tribunal, it should be remem- 
bered that not all pacifists were born paci- 
fists and that some tolerance should be 
exercised at the turning point and some 
help offered at the cross roads. 

Pacifists who are convinced that those 
who support the abolition of nuclear tests 
are also ready to renounce war uncon- 
ditionally must be prepared for shocks from 
their new converts whose basis of pacifism 
is probably one of expediency rather than 
of conscience. 

Mr. Chappa may have signed the Pledge 
before considering its full implication, but 
this only emphasises the importance of 
group work and study, and that _pacifists 


should meet together “just for the sake 
of meeting.” 

There is no PPU group in N.W.1 where 
Mr. Chappa lives; new groups are needed 
in many parts of the London area and 
these cannot be formed quickly enough. 
I would like to ask all members who live 
in a suburb where no group exists, but 
who work in central London, to write to 
me in order to co-operate in reviving the 
Central London Group. Mectings would 
be held monthly and especially designed 
for members prepared to meet centrally 
before returning to their homes.—_MYRTLE 
SOLOMON, London Area Organiser, 6 
Apollo Place, London, S.W.10. 


Tax refusal 
SNT it time a nation-wide 
pay taxes got under way? 
The prisons full of people protesting in 
this way against blatant wickedness would 
be the best thing that could happen. 
It might even cure inflation--R. M. 
CLARKE, Brixham. 


Peace Pledge Union 


WT would appear from Stuart Morris’s 

reply to my letter that I have been mis- 
informed in regard to membership figures 
for the Peace Pledge Union. My informa- 
tion is just a few months outdated but 
originally came by way of the Secretary’s 
and Treasurer’s Conference, 1956, It was 
there I remember having a heated discus- 
sion in relation to the problem of “ where 
are the young members to be found?” 
What is the present membership, how many 
of these subscribe, and what was the 


refusal to 


THE COLOUR BAR IN 


tions. Their Soccer Federation has 49,000 
playing members, twice aS many as the 
white organisation. The “coloured” 
bodies are by constitution inter-racial and 
have invited whites to join. So far, alas, 
without any response. 

Sportsmen and athletes in other countries 
cannot leave this issue to be settled in 
South Africa, It is one of the fine things 
of Sport that it does not recognise differences 
of race or colour, The Charter of the 
Olympic Games Association lays it down 


that ‘no discrimination is allowed against. 


any country or person on grounds of colour, 
religion or politics.” It is not only a matter 
of healthy rivalry of physical prowess, in 
which any exclusion is regarded as un- 
sportsmanlike, “not cricket”. At their 
best, sport and athletics develop a spirit 
of international camaraderie, though this is 
sometimes marred by partisanship. 


(here are two ways in which those of 
us outside South Africa can help. 


The first would be for visiting sports- 
men and athletes to decline to take engage- 
ments in South’ Africa so long as segrega- 
tion is maintained. If individuals and 
organisations did this, they would cause 
white South Africans to think again. 


We have an example in the actions of 
musicians and actors and their organisa- 
tions: 


Johnny Dankworth, the jazz musician, 
turned down a £10,000 contract to take 
his band to South Africa because they 
could not play to mixed audiences, 


British Equity, our actors and actresses’ 
trade union, and the Musicians Union, 
have instructed their members to decline 
engagements in South Africa unless they 
can play to African, Indian and coloured 
audiences. 


Sir Laurence Olivier recently withdrew his 
patronage of the so-called International 
Arts League of Youth in South Africa 
because it excludes non-whites from 
membership. 


Visiting British teams 


Why, for example, should our English 
cricket and Rugby teams tolerate the prac- 
tice of the colour bar on their visits to 
South Africa? English cricket has for 
decades been enriched by Indian and West 
Indian players, the latter including many 
Africans. Ranjitsinhji and Constantine 
were the heroes of our boys at the County 
grounds, Our working-class clubs. in the 
Lancashire and Yorkshire League compete 
for “coloured” coaches. Yet in South 


Africa our English teams play without pub- 
lic protest with teams from which non- 
whites are excluded and on grounds where 
the “coloured” are segregated. 


Our famous British Lions’ Rugby team 
actually played the Junior Springboks at 
the new stadium at Bloemfontein last 
year, although Africans, Indians and 
Coloured are refused the right to enter 
it at all. 


I suggest that our British sport organi- 
sations should inform the South African 
authorities that they will refuse to send 
teams and athletes to South Africa unless 
the colour bar is lifted. This should not 
be left for the decision of the high-up 
committees and directors. 


Members of sporting and athletic clubs, 
members of Supporters’ Clubs, should 
raise this issue continually within their 
clubs until something is done about it. 
The second way in which influence can 
be exerted on South Africa is through the 
international sporting and athletic organi- 
sations. Cricket, soccer, rugby, tennis, box- 
ing, table tennis and athletics all have 
international authorities. 

The associations in South Africa to which 
the non-whites belong (and which are open 
to whites also) have applied for inter- 


national recognition. Only the Inter- 
national Table Tennis Federation has 
agreed. 


Inter-racial membership 


I pause to salute table tennis, I watch 
its competitions on television with special 
pleasure, competitions in which Indians, 
Africans and Japanese take part with great 
skill and happy friendliness. Before last 
year the International Federation registered 
the White Table Tennis Union as its South 
African ‘member. When, at its Tokyo 
meeting in April, 1956, it learned that the 
Union excluded non-whites and that the 
South African Table Tennis Board was 
open to all races, it expelled the Union and 
welcomed the Board. White table tennis 
players in South Africa who now wish to 
compete internationally must forget their 
colour, prejudice. 

When, during the last two years, I have 
written on behalf of the Movement for 
Colonial .Freedom to international sporting 
and athletic associations, urging that they 
should require 'inter-racial membership in 
their South African affiliated sections, the 
reply has invariably accepted inter-racialism 
in principle but excused inaction on the 
ground that the matter must be settled in 
South Africa itself. 
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original response to Dick Sheppard’s letter ? 

One must naturally agree that the official 
policy of the Union is to gain fresh 
adherents to the Pledge. Concerning the 
second point, however, I believe that the 
only way to convince the public as a whole 
is to lead them on by stages. Isn't this 
proved by the very pattern set by those 
whom we oppose? “A journey of a 
thousand miles begins with one step” still 
holds true. Surely we should be a step 
nearer peace on this earth without nuclear 
weapons than with them, 


Stuart Morris gives the answer I expected 
which serves only to emphasise the point 
I have been trying to make. 


Like Sybil Morrison I deplore the fact 
that Aneurin Bevan has agreed to the re 
tention of the H-bomb but at least he has 
stated that he does not agree to them 
being carried in aircraft. For this he 
deserves our thanks and we should say so. 


Surely I did not give the impression that 
Aneurin Bevan should be a pledged mem- 
ber of the PPU!—LYONEL EVANS, 38 
Westbourne Rd., Olton, Solihull. 


Lysistrata’s example 


Fe OWISH all women of this country would 
® follow Aristophanes’ Lysistrata’s example 
(review Peace News, Dec. 27) and thus 
automatically end all wars. I hope all 
members of the Cabinet could be invited 
to see this play at the Royal Court Theatre. 

We need a Lysistrata in this country 
now, and then Lysistrata Clubs would 
spring up all over the country, Wake up, 
women !—JAMES THOMAS WILLIAMS, 
Mus. Bac, Wales. 
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I find this excuse unacceptable because 
the great majority of people in South 
Africa are now refused the opportunity 
to participate in international compe- 
titions and games. 


A special duty rests upon the Olympic 
Games Association whose Charter, as I 
have said, declares against discrimination 
on the grounds of colour, It will have 
to face this issue immediately because the 
non-white South African Body Building 
and Weight Lifting Federation intends to 
apply for admission to the Olympic Games 
at Rome in 1960. Weight lifting is in fact 
the only sport in which a non-white has 
ever been selected to represent South Africa 
at an international contest, but this was 
before colour prejudice was as deep as it 
is today. 


Cancerous growth 


Meanwhile, however, we are intimately 
concerned in Britain. Next July the Empire 
and Commonwealth Games are to be held 
at Cardiff. A South African team, number- 
ing 86, is expected, but all coloured persons 
will be excluded. When I wrote to the 
Committee suggesting it should indicate to 
the South African authorities that it would 
be a happy contribution to the co-operation 
of all peoples in the Commonwealth, the 
majority of whom are coloured, if the 
South African were chosen on merit and 
were not necessarily exclusively white, Mr. 
C, E. Newham, the Director of the Organi- 
Sation, replied that the Games are essen- 
tially a happy family in which competitors 
and officials live together without thought 
of colour, race or creed, but that the 
authority for issuing invitations rested with 
the British Empire and Commonwealth 
Games Federation. 

l am now writing to the Federation, 
and I suggest that others, not only in 
Britain but in the rest of the Common- 
wealth, should write. The secretary of 
the Federation is Mr. K. S. Duncan, 
MBE, 95 Mount Street, London, W.1. 
The colour bar in South Africa is some- 

times regarded as a political injustice. It 
invades every sphere of life. When the 
invasion extends to International organisa- 
tions, it is our duty to stop its cancerous 
growth. 


Copyright in India and Africa reserved 
to author. 


FOOTNOTE: Detailed facts will be 
found in “Sport, the Arts and the Colour 
Bar in South Africa” (Africa Bureau, 
Vauxhall Bridge Rd., 65 Denison House, 
London, S.W.1. 2s. 6d.) 
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RALPH PARKER, OUR 


An. artiele 


"PSHE wave of dismay mingled with 


and its 


indignation that swept over intellectual 


circles following the publication of an article by Anatoly Sofronov in the 
Literaturnava Gazeta found expression in so many letters of protest that 
Sofronov felt obliged to retract some of his most abusive remarks about writers 
who have fallen foul of the Party’s spokesman on literary matters. 


This important and partly successful ex- 
pression of public fecling is a barometer 
of the intellectual climate in the USSR 
following latest turns in the uneasy 
course in cultural matters taken during 
the past year or two. It shows, among | 
other things, that there exists an articu- 
late body of opinion that is not afraid 
to express its disapproval of tendencies 
that scem to indicate a return to some 
of the most objectionable features of the 
recent past. Besides, Sofronov’s article 
itself shows to what lengths the conser- 
vative elements in the cultural world here 
are prepared to go in their interpretation 
of the Party line on literature and the 
arts. 

The facts are as follows: In December the 
Literaturnava Gazeta, organ of the board 
of the USSR Union of Writers, published 
in three successive numbers a 20,000 
word article by Sofronov, editor-in-chief 
of the ultra-conservative magazine Ogon- 
yok, himself a popular middle-brow 
poet, publicist and playwright of work- 
ing-class origin. 

The article, entitled “Nightmare and 
Reality,” was a violent attack on the re- 
presentatives of various groups of pocts, 
critics and prose-writers which tended to 
form in the Soviet Union in the “ period 
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of vacuum” between the 20th Party Con- 
gress and the emphatic reassertion of the 
principle of Party guidance in literature 
and the arts which took place as a direct 
consequence of the Hungarian events and 
Poland’s October. 


© 

JQ MPLOYING a polemical tone 

that had not been heard for at 
least five years—the tone of the “ critic 
executioner "—Sofronov took swinging 
blows at what is known as the “critical 
trend” exemplified in such plays as 
Volodin’s ‘‘ Factory Girl,” now playing 
to capacity audiences at the Sovict Army 
Theatre in Moscow and at many provin- 
cial theatres; at a group of critics asso- 
ciated with the magazine Theatre, whose 
members had raised their voices against 
the “zealous proponents of trimmed 
truth"; at poets like Kirsanov, Boris 
Slutsky and Aliger, authors of verse 
strongly marked by an anti-heroic atti- 
tude; at-—it goes without saying—Dudint- 
sev and Yashin; and, less overtly, at 
Konstanin Simonov. 


He deplored alleged attempts to show that 
only the ‘thirties and ‘forties had seen 
any substantial successes in the field of 
drama and theatrical production, summed 
up by the ‘ Meyerhold cult.” 


Now, there is nothing new in this. Sofro- 
nov’s list coincided exactly with that 
which has appeared from time to time 
over the past six months, since, in fact, 
N. S. Khrushchov’s series of interven- 
tions in the cultural field. The new 
feature in Sofronov’s article—and it was 
this that caused so grave a concern in 
broad intellectual circles—was the term- 
inology he employed in dealing with the 


people he disapproved of. Here are 
some examples: 
Of “ Factory Girl”: “... in a rather 


subtle way the play casts aspersions at 
our system;” 

Of Dudintsev, Kirsanov, Yashin and 
some others: “they were concocting 
lampoons . their cars stuffed with 
cotton-woo! and a sceptical glint in their 
eyes ; they, in quest of the so-called ‘ free- 
dom of creative endeavour,’ did all they 
could to smear our Soviet society, our 
Soviet times, the times of socialism;” 


Havis James, who regularly attends the London Tribunal, writes on 


THE NEW. PACLIFISTS 


CONSCIENTIOUS Objectors are 


rapidly turning the London Tri- 
bunal from an evil into a good. It 


has been interesting to watch the 
change-over during the past few 
months. 


Perhaps it began with the notices in the 
Peace News Diary and the information that 
the public were admitted. Since then there 
has been a steady stream of young men 
who are thinking of taking a CO stand, or 
who have made their applications for regis- 
tration as COs, sitting in the gallery scats, 
observing and listening to the cases. 

These, together with the applicants them- 
selves, have sometimes met in Fulham 
Town Hall's mosaic-paved corridors and 
begun to get to know each other. It has 
been an event long overdue, this mixing 
together of the assorted ingredients of paci- 
fism, and it will be very interesting to sec 
the results. 


Tribunals succeeding ? 


Are the Tribunals succeeding where the 
various pacifist organisations are failing ? 
I think it is very possible that they are. 
Within the organisations there's a tendency 
to be highbrow and to follow a well-beaten 
track of thought and activities. The new 
blood of pacifism is not exclusively drawn 
from the intelligensia. It is drawn from a 
diversity of professions, as you can sec 


MOSCOW CORRESPONDENT, WRITES ON 
consequences 


Of Boris Slutsky: “ . a shame for 


a Soviet poet!” 


And, lumping all these writers together, 
Sofronov finds in the inner content of 
their work a “ lack of all respect for our 
homeland, for our achievements and vic- 
tories.” He writes of “chucking out” 
such “nightmares” from Soviet litera- 
ture and concludes with the following 
paragraph: 

“Casting a proud retrospective glance 
at the glorious path in the 40 years of 
Our country, we must raise high the splen- 
did poetic slogan of Vladimir Mayakov- 
sky: ‘He who sings today not with us, 
sings against us.’ ” 


It was that paragraph which touched off 
the storm of protest. Both Party and 
non-Party intellectuals—and not only 
intellectuals—recognised in it a clear 
echo of the articles that used to appear 
in Soviet literary journals during the later 
years of Stalin’s life, a period—it is per- 
tinent to recall—during which Sofronov 
himself rose to the eminent position he 
now holds in the literary world. 


The classification of all writers and critics 
who dared to question the perfection of 
Soviet society as “ anti-patriotic ” is qual- 
itatively no different from Sofronov's 
accusation that any who have the imper- 
tinence to adopt a critical attitude to 
“our profusely rich and varied life” do 
not deserve the name of Soviet. 


cs) 

T is a healthy sign that public 

opinion reacted so promptly, 
healthy too that Sofronov felt the weight 
of public disapproval so strongly that he 
felt obliged to terminate the final instal- 
ment of his article with a lame apology 
for the sharpness of his tone. That re- 
traction spoke volumes, 

Let it not be thought that those who found 
Sofronov’s tone objectionable held any 
particular brief for the writers he 
attacked. There is, I think, pretty general 
agreement that some of those writers gave 
too free a rein to the feelings of acute 
depression that followed the revelations 
of the 20th Congress. 

Few of them have been popular, But 
public opinion has expressed its abhor- 
rence for intolerance, for the methods of 
the “critic executioner,” for the indis- 
criminate flinging about of personal insult 
and bitter recriminatory charges. 

And by expressing this abhorrence public 
opinion has in fact revealed its strength 
as a champion of decency, tolerance and 

justice. 


from this list compiled from the last three 
sessions: builders’ labourers, gardeners, an 
inspector in a factory, a railway-carriage 
cleaner, architects, doctors, accounts clerks. 
Nor is the new blood solely English. At 
the same three sessions, there were Jamai- 
cans, a Trinidadian, a turbaned Sikh and a 
South African. The flavour at these Tri- 
bunals is strictly international, and there's 
tangible reality of the brotherhood of man. 
I used to hear a Jot of what certain 
famous pacifists have said and done in the 
past, but there’s more than a_ tendency 
among the new pacifists to evolve their 
own pacifism, and it isn't just pacifism. 
This new feeling is best described as “a 
way of living,” trite as it may sound. Paci- 
fism is but a part of it. ; 


Work that interests them 


This is where the Tribunals seem to be 
sowing the seeds for some real and very 
active good, if the conversations of the 
applicants among themselves is anything 
to go by. They aren’t very interested in 
pacifist organisations, say the new pacifists, 
because mainly it is a case of the converted 
talking to the converted. They aren't keen, 
either, because they want experience not 
lectures, because they wish to experiment 
with living and not be regimented, even in 
a nice way, by set ideas. 

They are interested in the fellow who 
works with the Friends Ambulance Unit, or 


Startling statistics 
Winifred Barrett, Director of , 
American Friends Service Conte 
High School division peace wd fa 
work in New England, has issue a 
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the chap who has been helping “ne 
International Voluntary Service. OF 


who devotes his spare time to met J 
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Re-assessment nettle 

From this survey of recent devel OF sill) 0, 
two facts emerge. One, that the wt 
facilities for giving employment 
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We need more outlet for all thé 
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SWiKT AGAINST WAL 


Maurice Cranston reviews 


The Pen and the Sword. By Michael Foot. 


London, MacGibbon & Kee, 30s. 


oe) ONATHAN SWIFT was not a pacifist in the narrow modern sense of the 


term, but he had a great hatred 


of war, and an even greater hatred of 


soldiers; and Mr. Michael Foot’s new book gives an enthralling account of 
his activities as an anti-militarist. pamphleteer during the War of the Spanish 


Succession, 


At that time the Whips were the war 
party; Marlborough was their hero, and his 
several spectacular victories against the 
French had imbued them with the will to 
fight on until they could wring from Louis 
a virtually unconditional surrender. The 
Tories, on the other hand, had had, by 
1709 at any rate, enough of war; they 
wanted a negotiated peace: and Swift 
became their most formidable polemicist. 

The enormous popularity which Marl- 
borough’s success in the field had earned 
him made his political opponents at home 
move cautiously against him; even those 
who detested him most bitterly made a 
point of praising his achievements; the 
early stages of the war were remembered 
with pride. The official Tory arguments 
varied; sometimes they said the war should 
have ended in 1706 after Ramillics; some- 
times that the chance of ending it had 
been thrown away in 1709 and 1710. They 
did not deny that it had once been justified. 


* 

Swift in his most successful pamphlet-— 
“The Conquest of the Allies,” published 
in November, 1711——took an altogether 
different line. He declared that the war 
had from the very start been a gigantic 
error. 

It had been entered into without due re- 
flection and “hath cost us sixty millions, 
and after repeated, as well as unexpected 
success in arms, hath put us and our 
posterity in a worse condition, not only 
than any of our allies, but cven our con- 
quered cnemies themselves.” 

Thus, whereas others were content to say 
the time had come to negotiate, Swift said 
the war should never have been begun, 

Swift did not, however, appeal to the 
highest principles in the development of his 
argument; he directed it towards the self- 
regarding instinct of his readers; he was 
often unfair to the Whigs; and he painted 
the Tory policy in colours flattering rather 
than true. Even so, what he wrote is a 
masterpiece of political pamphletcering. 
Swift was not the most scrupulous servant 
of peace—but he was certainly one of the 
most cloquent. 


A persecuted Church 
Father J. F. T. Prince reviews 


The Red Book of the Persecuted Church, 
by Albert Galter. London, Gill, 30s. 
MEXHIS book, so it is advertised, aims “to 
- give a summary but well documented 
account of the persecution of the Catholic 

Church by Communist Governments.” 

Only in so far as it achieves this object 
can it be saved from being the usual acid- 
ulous display of atrocity and injustice, for 
the author makes no claim to go into the 
deeper matter of persecution in se, its 
nature and necessity as prophesied by Jesus 
himself, Nor does he deal seriously with 
the problems of co-existence, or the posi- 
tion of the clergy and laity (many of them 
undeniably sincere, indeed holy, men and 
women), who whether misguidedly or not 
are attempting to “ make do” with circum- 
stances as they find them. - 

It is. indeed, easier for the armchair- 
observer in his security to weep for the 
martyrs rather than to sympathise with the 
predicament of those who survive. Yet, as 
the Curé d’Ars said: “It is far more diffi- 
cult to live for one’s faith than to die for 
it.” 

Unfortunately, if one is to judge the book 
by such matter as one may be able to check 
oneself, the author’s picture is controvert- 
ible. An example is the state of affairs (as 
presented in the Red Book) in Czecho- 
slovakia between the conclusion of the war 
and 1948, 

Absolute factual accuracy is the one re- 
quirement in a book that is rarely, if ever, 
constructive; statistical and historical data 
are valuable only when their reliability is 
assured. Especially is this true of a 


calendar of persecution with the pattern of 
which we are all too familiar, 


Arms race cancelled 
in 1960 
Clarence D. Ash reviews 
Take Me To Your President, by Leonard 


Wibberly. G. B. Putnam’s Sons, USA, 
$3.50. 


‘TO one could have predicted that the 
career of an English agricultural 
labourer in the village of Mars in 1960 
was to be suddenly interrupted by such a 
chain of events ! 

As an accidental and unwilling passenger 
in an intercontinental missile, he was flown 
through space to land safely in Lake Ruby, 
Nevada. He quickly became embroiled in 
a tug-of-war between five US Government 
departments, all of which attempted to take 
him into custody. 

Wild publicity mushroomed concerning 
his identity—reported to be A-I, the Man 
From Mars—as the story of his arrival 
from outer space was rushed to Radio, 
Television and Press for release. His fame 
swept throughout the entire civilised world. 

Later bulletins built up a, legend that as 
a super intelligent being he had been sent 
from Mars to be a peace emissary to earth 
men, to act as chairman of a top level 
conference between the heads of State of 
the Big Three. The idea jells within a 
week, bringing the Prime Minister of Eng- 
land and the chief of the Russian Govern- 
ment to confer with the President of the 
United States. The President invited A-1 
to act as chairman. 

The explosive action taking place behind 
the scenes of the conference (of which the 
public was kept blissfully unaware) added 
richly to the humour of the situation. A-1 
used a simple straightforward drive toward 
a peaceful solution to the main issue, while 
the heads of State resorted to tricky com- 
plications and shrewd bargaining as they 
worked themselves into a perfect stalemate. 

When A-1 threatened to reveal his true 
identity, he succeeded in quelling all oppo- 
sition. He then proposed a plan, which 
was grudgingly accepted by all as the only 
safe course out of the arms race into inter- 
National peace. 

“The whole world owes this great and 
humble visitor, whom we must regard as 
God-sent, a debt which may never be cal- 
culated in full,” said the President in the 
closing Press conference. 

Mission accomplished, A-1 was secretly 
returned to his village of Mars and none 
of his countrymen were the wiser concern- 
ing his adventure except Scotland Yard— 
that graveyard of all British secrets. 

This is a novel for the gaily imaginative. 
It will be greeted as irreverence by men of 
melancholy outlook in this age of fearful 
thinking. 
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TERMS 3 Cash with order, 3d. per word, min. 2s. 6d. 
(Box No, 1s. extra), Please don't send stamps in 
Mayment, except for odd pence. Address for Box No, 
replies : Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., Londn, N.4. 


LATEST TIME for copy: Monday morning. 

Whilst the policy of Peace News is not to restrict 
any concern or individual from advertising in these 
columns, it must be noted that we do not necessarily 
share the views nor the opinions of all our advertisers. 


MEETINGS 
CONWAY DISCUSSIONS. South Place Ethical 
Soc., Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, London, 
W.C.1. Tuesday, January 14, 7.15 p.m. Fr. O. 


Evaus, FRGS, ** Science Fiction—New Art Form in 
Literature?’ Adm. free. 

NON-VIOLENCE is the theme and Wilfred Wel- 
lock and Frances Jude lend the 1958 Annual 
Conference of The Fellowship of Friends of Truth 
at Bewdley, Worcs, January 24 to 24. Apply 
Vivian Worthington, 52 Copers, Cope d., 
Beckenham, Kent. 

SOUTH PLACE ETHICAL SOCIETY, Conway 
Hall, Red Lion Square, London, W,C.1. Sunday, 
January #2, 11 u.m. Dr. Maurice Burton, ** The 
Rights of Animals and the Rights of Man." Adm. 
free. 


ACCOMMODATION 

HOMELY ACCOMMODATION and folly good tood 
for visitora and permanent guesta. CANanbury 1340, 
Telkea Shayler, 27 Hamilton Pk | N.S. 

RETIRED TEACHER requires s/c unfurnished 
flat (or bungalow) to rent. Two bedrooms, so 
scattered family can visit. Easy distance London. 
Entwistle, 46 Greenhill, Weymouth. 

EDUCATION 

SPEAKING AND WRITING iessons (corre: poa- 
dence, visit), Sa. Dorothy Matthews, BA, 32 Primroar 
Hill Rd., London, N.W.3. PRimrose 45686, 


FOR SALE 

WHAT ARE YOUR commercial and personal 
stationery necds ? HOUSMANS STATIONERY DEPT. 
can deat with them. Plain postcards, 2s. 10d. per 
100; white envelopes 6 x 3} ins., 21s. per 1,000 box; 
manilla, l4s. 6d. per 1,000 box; white bank paner 
10 x 8 ins., 9s. ner S00 shects; newswrappers 10 x 
S$ in., 198, per 1,000, 2s. 3d. per 100; plain cconomy 
fabels 44 x 33 ins., 14s. 6d. per 1,000, ts. 8d. per 100. 
All post free. Marley Bond Writing Pads, etc., from 
6d. each, postage extra. All profits to Peace News, 
Write or call HOUSMANS STATIONERY DEPT,, 3 
Blackstock Rd., London, N.4. 

LITERATURE 

QUAKERISM. Information and literature respecting 
the Patth and Practice of the Religious Socicty of 
Friends, free on anplication to Friends’ Home Service 
Ctiee., Friends’ House, Euston Rd., London, N.W.1. 

PERSONAL 

IPF YOU SHOP at a Co-op please give this number 

when making your next purchase: 

L336943 
Your dividend will then be gratefully received by the 
Secretary, PEACE NEWS, 3 BLACKSTOCK ROAD, 
LONDON, N.4. 

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, all ages, part ar full 
time for world peace organisation, Dignified work. 
Make good and da good. Write: M.A.N.'s ASSO- 
CIATION, Dept. PWPP, 729 N. Western Ave., Loa 
Aneeles 38, California, U.S.A. 

PROPERTY REPAIRS, Conversions, New Houses, 
Industrial Developments and building work of all 
types efficiently carried out by Parsons and Co, 
Phone TUL. 3052 for immediate attention and free 
estimate. 

WAR RESISTERS' International welcomes gifts of 
foreign stamps and undamaged air mail covers. Please 
send to WRI, 88 Park Ave., Enficid, Middlesex. 


SITUATIONS VACANT 
PBACKR NEWS OFFICE IS OPEN up to 9 p.m 
every Wednesday evening for the sale of books and 
ftalionery, and for voluntary help with the despatch 
of Peace News. Visitor’ welcomed. on, to Pri 
8.30 a.m, to $.30 p.m.) 3 Blackstock Rd. (above Fish 
and Cook, atationers), Finsbury Park (near sts.), N.¢ 
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A CONFERENCE FOR 
CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS 


A conference for young men of 16 and 
over who are considering standing as COs 
will be held on Sunday, January 19, 1958, 
at Westminster Friends’ Meeting House, 52 


St. Martin’s Lane, London, W.C.2, from 
2.30-5.30 p.m. Speakers: Hugh Brock 
Editor, Peace News) and Bryan Reed 


(Secretary, Central Board for Conscientious 


Objectors). Discussion and questions. Tea 
will be provided. Young women also 
welcome. 
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EDITOR’S NOTEBOOK 


Heartening letters from S. Africa 


WISH I could share with you all the 

heartening letters Peace News has been 
receiving from readers in South Africa. 
Our postal subscribers there have been re- 
ceiving white forms, headed ‘ Objection- 
able literature,” informing them _ that 
“Peace News has been prohibited from 
importation into the Union and all copies 
... therefore, seized ., .” 


Writes one reader: “So, after subscribing 
to your fine litthke paper for many years, I 
shall be deprived of it until the time comes 
when it is no longer a crime to think for 
oneself in South Africa. { shall miss 
Peace News greatly. I do not always agree 
with it (how dull it would be to_read only 
what one agreed with!) but I find its news 
and views deeply interesting and particu- 
larly admire its fight against the iniquitous 
H-bomb.” 


Those readers who live close to the Basu- 
toland border can cross over and read their 
Peace News there. If they bring a copy 
back on to South Africa soil they risk a 
£1,000 fine, as do other readers elsewhere 
in the Union who insist on defying the ban. 


Rights still denied them 


PPRESS clippings from the United States 

have just reached me reporting the 
demonstration in Washington on the occa- 
sion of Prisoners-for-Peace Day. I was 
surprised to find that American conscien- 
tious objectors who were imprisoned during 
World War II are still deprived of their 
civil rights, and that many are thus unable 
to secure positions in their chisen fields of 
work, 


The Prisoners-for-Peace Day demon- 
strators in Washington declared that an 
amnesty is long overdue, 
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ANTARCTICA 


Britain there have been exciting discoveries 
of minerals. Coal, tin ore, lead ore, copper 
ore, iron sulphide, iron pyrites, and a little 
gold and silver are all known to exist. 
Here alone is suflicient ground for 
friction between greedy nations. But the 
development of air transport gives added 
cause for concern. 

Flying conditions are often better in 
polar areas than elsewhere and many of the 
best great circle routes lie across the poles. 
When these routes are developed, as they 
will surely be, then there will be a need for 
metcorological stations and emergency land- 
ing strips. 

In addition there have already been sug- 
gestions that the open wastes of the con- 
tinent might be the best place for nuclear 
bomb experiments or as a training ground 
for military techniques in polar warfare. 

Agegravating all this is the fact that 
sovercign rights over Antarctica are piece- 
meal and not universally recognised. 

The claims to territory are based on the 
“sector principle” put forward by Canada 
in 1925, wher she claimed all land and sea 
running north from her territory in a sector 
converging on the North Pole. 


H-BOMB CAMPAIGN 


[] FROM PAGE ONE 
including that of co-operation with like- 
minded organisations.” 

He said the Committee would give fur- 
ther consideration to the proposed march 
across England to North-East Scotland to 
protest against the rocket bases to be in- 
stalled there. 

Walter Wolfgang, Secretary of the 
Committee, told Peace News early in the 
week that a week-end schoo! will be held 
on Saturday, March 1, to give Labour 
Party members background information 
on the case against the manufacture of 
the HI-bomb so that they would be better 
able to carry on the campaign locally. 
Konni Zilliacus, MP, is to speak on the 

foreign affairs aspects of the case, and 
Sydney Silverman, MP, is to discuss the 
economic and other aspects. 

Mr. Wolfgang said that their aim was to 
activate people and that this week-end 
school will be “only part of a campaign” 
to be carried on during the coming year. 

Constituency Labour Parties will be in- 
vited. Enquiries may be addressed to Mr. 
Wolfgang, 45, Richfield Court, Richmond, 
Surrey. 

In Wales, Plaid ~Cymru,~the Welsh 
Nationalist Party, 8, Queen Street, Cardiff, 


is about to launch a nation-wide campaign) 
against the manufacture and use-of nuclear 


weapons, 


This was decided at a meeting of the 


Party’s Executive Committee last Saturday at 
Aberystwyth and a committee to organise 
the all-Wales campaign is mecting to- 
morrow, 


IN PEACE NEWS NEXT WEEK: 


“The Fight for Human Rights.” 
ANTHONY WEDG- 
WoopD BENN MP 


writes about his new Human 


Rights Bill, 


‘The Third Force in 
World Affairs ” 
LESLIE HALE MP 


continues his series of Peace News 


articles, 


“ The Montgomery Story ” 
AL CAPP 


The first instalment of the car- 
toon account of the Montgomery, 
Alabama, Negro bus boycott, pre- 
pared for the US Fellowship of 
Reconciliation. 

Order copies now from your 
newsagent, or use coupon on 

page 6. 


Published by Peace News Lid., 3 Biacksock Road, 
London, NA, and Primed by Pleh & Cook Ltd, 
135 Fonthill! Road, NA. 


* FROM 
PAGE ONE 


In the Antarctic six sectors have been 
claimed: three British, one Norwegian, one 
French and one Chilean. The British 
sectors are the Falkland Islands Dependen- 
cies (claimed 1917), the Ross Dependency 
(1923, administered by New Zealand), and 
the Australian Antarctic Territory (1933). 
Adélie Land, which is an enclave in the 
Australian territory, is the French sector 
(1924); and Queen Maude Land, the Nor- 
wegian one (1939). The other sector is the 
so-called “Pacific Sector” to which Chile 
has laid claim. 


Claims 

The British claims in the Falkland Islands 
Dependencies and Ross are contested by 
Argentina and Chile. In 1943 Argentina, 
under Peron, claimed Grahamland and 
several islands. Tension has been a factor 
in the area ever since. In 1952 the Argen- 
tinians fired with machine-guns on a British 
party landing in Hope Bay, During 1953 
the British authorities arrested two Argen- 
tine citizens at Deception Island. 

In June, 1956, within the Falkland Islands 
Dependencies, the British had ten bases, 
Argentina had eight and Chile four, So far 
serious trouble has been mainly avoided by 
the annual signing of the Tripartite Ant- 
arctic Naval Declarations by the United 
Kingdom, Argentina and Chile, under which 
no warships are permitted south of Latitude 
60 deg. S. 

Neither the USA nor the USSR lay claim 
to any territory in Antarctica (though the 
Soviets have lately made a point of the fact 
that it was a Russian Admiral, Belling- 
hausen, who first discovered the Norwegian 
sector), but they do not recognise the claims 
of anyone, In addition they have made it 
abundantly clear that they claim a right to 
some say in what happens to the continent. 


Solution 


That Antarctica may become a source of 
international friction seems clear. 

The disinterested sacrifices of men such 

as Scott, Shackleton and Fuchs deserve a 

better fruit than that. How can it be 

cultivated ? 

First and foremost, perhaps, we must be 
concerned to discourage the elements of 
national pride and prestige which seem, all 
too often, to enter into exploration, We 
must always remember that the real com- 


petition is between human beings and 
nature—not between national groups of 
explorers. 


No team entering the Antarctic will be 
really national. It will be benefitting from 
The ‘past experiences of other nations, for 
French, Russians, Americans, British, Nor- 
wegians, Australians, South Americans and 
many others have taken part in the opening- 
up of the continent. 

Secondly, we must be continually con- 
cerned for the future of sovereignty in the 
Southern Continent, 

Might not the best solution be the crea- 
tion of a UN Specialised Agency which 
would own and administer Antarctica, en- 
suring that its exploitation is for the good 
of all men? There is still time for this to 
be done, and it is to be hoped that such a 
scheme will receive consideration. 


The Montgomery Story 


mw FROM PAGE ONE 
To PEACE NEWS, LTD., 3, Blackstock 
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sensible man... . 


JN 1936 Bertrand Russell wrote a 

book called “‘ Which Way to Peace”. 
It was one of the most reasoned and 
irrefutable arguments against a war 
with Nazi Germany that has ever been 
published, and in the chapter entitled 
“Pacifism as a National Policy” the 
whole conception of disarmament by 
example was clearly set down, and 
brilliantly argued. 


Yet the author, (though it is true he 

specifically stated that he could never be an 
absolute pacifist) did not, in the end, sup- 
port his own argument, when 1939 heralded 
in the war with Hitler's Germany. 
_ Now, he seems to imply that pacifism 
is only a theory, as different from a realistic 
policy, and even appears to aquate it with 
“any kind of a crank ”. 

For the first time in the known history 
of mankind, war has become, not a method 
of settling disputes, or of acquiring ter- 
ritory and power, but of race suicide. 

This is a totally different situation from 
the pre-1914 and pre-1939 years. Deter- 
mined resistance to an aggressor, which was 
the war-cry of both these eras, has given 
way to something very like panic, except 
apparently among the statesmen, who seem 
to think that keeping the balance of mili- 
tary power is a sufficient reason for menac- 
ing the human race with total destruction. 

The “thinking person” to whom 
Bertrand Russell refers, is the person who 
has given way to panic. These weapons of 
total devastation and mass destruction, it is 
argued, must be discarded; organisations 
must be formed, petitions must be launched, 
meetings must be held, demonstrations must 
take place, in order to pursuade the 
Government to throw away what Mr. 
Macmillan, in his cliché-ridden, confused 
and contradictory speech last Saturday, 
described as “the best guaranteo for 
peace ”’. 

It is surely not to be expected that a 
Government, while still relying upon the 


Stuart Morris to speak 
The General Secretary of the Peace Pledge 
Union will be the Guest Speaker at a 
New Year Party to be held at 5.45 p.m. 
on Jan. 11 at Tinkers Dell, Crowhurst 
Lane, Battle (near Hastings), Sussex. 


PPU RELIGION COMMISSION 


Pacifist Universalist Service 
3.30 p.m. Sunday January 12 


32 Tavistock Square, Euston 
Discourse by Sybil Morrison 
“1 Ha’e Ma Doots” 


Geoffrey F. Nuttall, E. L. Allen, 


so without further delay. 


By Sybil Morrison 


THE ONLY ANSWER 


_ It is obvious to every thinking person that the only long-term solution Is 
international Government with a monopoly of the major weapons 0. 
at the moment... something must be done and done quickly if the huma 
is to have any security of surviving during the next twenty years. «+ i 
all friends of sanity were heartened by Mr. George Kennan expressing, oe 

did, not the views of theoretical pacifists, or of any kind of cran 


CHRISTIAN PACIFISM 


Two books which all readers of = Peace News” should read ¢ 


STUDIES IN CHRISTIAN SOCIAL COMMITMENT 
Edited by John Ferguson 


The essays in this book show that Pacifism is inherent in the C 
Gospel. If this is true then the whole outlook of the Church 1s © 
The Contributors are L. W. Grensted, John Ferguson, John H. if yo? 


have not seen this important work then you most certainly 
8s. 6d. net 5 
CHRISTIAN PACIFISM AFTER TWO WORLD WAF 
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: Leyton Richards. 

= Answers all the obvious questions which are put to pacifists. N 
= many more. | 
: 7s. 6d. net ly 
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